
Examiner’s commentary

The topic is appropriate to the subject and adequately placed within an academic context. At first 
reading, the research question, though appropriate, seems very broad. However, the introduction 
effectively explains the purpose and focus and limits the scope. The methodology of the investigation is 
firmly centred on the exploration of two pairs of artworks, an appropriate number for a 4,000-word 
essay. The selection of scholarly secondary sources offering different theories about the topic is very 
suitable. Subject-specific concepts, styles and terminology are used accurately suggesting a good level of 
disciplinary knowledge. The analysis is structured and remains focused on the research question 
throughout the essay. The inclusion of close-up views aids in illustrating the points made. A consistent 
argument is developed based on the candidate’s visual analysis of the artworks, supported by secondary 
sources. The comparative approach of the argument is very appropriate in this case. There is a critical 
evaluation addressing whether the sources and methods used were appropriate and produced a valid 
conclusion. Reflections refer to skill development and demonstrate intellectual initiative. Unfortunately, 
references in the bibliography are incomplete. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are working 
to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet our community 
expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the enforcement of current 
copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make legal access to digital content easy, 
convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the 
law.


































































